A simple ‘how to guide to creating your very own Window Wanderland window
You can create a window that can be viewed in the daytime,

at night,

or both. The choice is yours.
Remember, most people will pass by pretty quickly on their way to the next surprise but ANYTHING you do will
be noticed.
Go outside and look at your window, think about what you want to see in it, you will get ideas from being
outside. Lighting is one of the key parts of the displays, so have a look at the light from your window, and
around the outside of the house.
Creating a window to be seen at night
If you want to create an image on your window, and make it backlit…for it to be seen at night you almost need
to think back to front. If you want someone to focus on a silhouette, the best medium to use as your ‘canvas’ is
tracing paper (or greaseproof paper like you have in the kitchen)! This is for two reasons, 1. It means you can
create the display anywhere that is comfortable, like on a table, then hang it once finished. 2. It makes sure the
background is not distracting.
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Below you can see the difference: your eye is drawn to what is inside the room until you use tracing paper or
tissue paper. Make sure it is not see through, like cellophane, as although it is coloured you will still see
through it. This also allows for you being in your room and not being seen…

If you make your images on tracing paper, keep layering tissue paper onto them, it’s a fantastic medium. You
can use greaseproof paper/paper tablecloths as well just as a ‘background cover’ with tissue paper on top.
Glue
Wet glue is a disaster, with tissue paper use dry glue like pritt stick straight onto tracing paper. Sellotape is
fantastic for sticking and after three days comes off without marking, blue tack may fall off, and you can see
the shadow! If the sellotape leaves a mark, use WD40 or lighter fluid, which gets anything off, but always use
such products with all safety requirements in place.
Silhouettes – Tracing paper/Greaseproof paper
Generally black paper works best but can look a bit severe during the day, you can use any colour, even white,
so long as it is thick enough to form a silhouette (not allow light through it). Sugar paper is good as it’s thick
enough so you can use colours for daytime, thin enough to cut well and it will go dark at night.

Tissue Paper
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Tissue paper is fabulous for ‘pop art’ style block colour, and if layered up can make interesting images. It is
fragile though, which is why it is worth using the tracing paper as a canvas. If you want a very specific image
with ‘black lines’ between the colours, you can use black paper or large chunky ‘paint pens’. These are
expensive, but if you have a lot of lines to do it might be easier than cutting out black paper.
Pens
You can use ‘Sharpie’ pens on tracing paper, but they can become less vibrant. At least 90gsm tracing paper is
recommended, if you’re going to draw with marker pens, any less weight and it may bleed through. If you want
to do bright images then you can use lightweight white paper, which is what the sharpies were on for this
‘skeleton’ below.

Painting
You can use paint on windows, but generally the colour will not be the one you expect without specialist
paints. The fish, below, was painted on special acetate. Less specialised paints will not be so vibrant, may not
work and may be difficult to remove, but they can still look wonderful if you are going for a monochrome style.
Just make sure the colour can be easily removed and is appropriate for the job, by following all guidelines.

Testing and light
By far the best way is to see your display against the light. Sharpie pens will lose their intensity, tissue paper
will change when it’s overlapped and gift-wrap might be too dense as a background (but good for creating
silhouettes). Put it against the window and test it at night to be sure, you will be amazed at how much it will
change when you put a light behind it. Although it is dark outside so you do not need masses of light, it is worth
testing. You may have to move a light behind it. Fairy lights behind your window can add an extra ‘twinkle’ to
your illuminated window.

Scale
Fancy doing something a little more involved, a little more technical…? If you want to make something that
needs working out, just draw it to scale first using the grid method, its easy, wiki describes it best here. You can
then measure your window and draw it at a scale of 1:10 putting in a grid and copy the artwork across.
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Recycle to create
There’s potential here to use up some of the half used rolls of wallpaper you’ve got stashed in the cupboard or
the wrapping paper you kept from the last birthday. Or what about egg boxes, for textural additions,
corrugated cardboard…these ‘papers’ could be used to create silhouettes for viewing at night, but also could
offer extra colour or a back-drop for adding colour to them for day time viewing. Also how about pressed
leaves/flowers or fabrics, to then use to stick onto a design? Just have a look around your own house to see
what you’ve got lying around that could a) create a silhouette for you or b) add colour to your window design.

Taking a good photo of your window once created
Do not use a flash when taking photos of your window as it distorts the colours and does not render the lovely
night-quality of your display. Square the window and get the frame in as well.
Simplicity
Simple designs are extremely effective, so don’t feel like it’s got to be complicated. Your window should be
something that interests you, gives you pleasure and then it will be fun to do. That’s the important thing, this
should be FUN to do, get your family involved! Then when you’ve created your own window, why not have a
wander round the neighbourhood to see what your neighbours have created.
This is an on going project starting 5/12/20 and will end at the end of February, so there’s time to have a go at
creating more than one window during the whole thing.
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Include the neighbours!
You might decide you’d like to do something with your neighbours. You could explore ideas between you by
phone call, Zoom call, email…even if the current COVID regulations are still in place. Then create a series of
images that work across several windows! Check these out, then why not have a go!
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